Minnesota Ground Water Association

White Paper Topic
Nomination Form

[the submission should be no longer than 2 pages in length]
White Paper Topic:

Problem Statement: 
Briefly describe the topic in the context of potential impact(s) on Minnesota’s groundwater resources and on its users. Describe the urgency of this topic from a MGWA perspective—why now?
Background and Technical Content:

Briefly outline relevant historical, conceptual and/or technical background as needed to understand the value of preparing the proposed white paper. 
Arguments for Selection of this Topic:
Consider describing
· Implication(s) for Minnesota groundwater resources.
· How the resulting white paper might advance recognition of the issue.
· Who would benefit?
Name(s) of the person(s) submitting this topic:
Contact number or e-mail address where a MGWA representative may contact you:
Would you be willing to serve on a work group if the topic is selected? 




Evaluation Criteria:


The range of topics is wide open, but may be evaluated using initial criteria that include: 


Consistency with several objectives of the MGWA, for enhancing:


Protection and conservation of Minnesota groundwater


Future economically and environmentally sustainable uses and management


Increased public awareness of and education about groundwater issues


Water policy and regulation;


Geographic area involved: having statewide or regional impact will receive a higher priority than one that is locally or community focused;


Time frame: a potential adverse impact on Minnesota’s groundwater resources within a time frame of three decades or less will receive a higher priority than one that is likely to take longer;


Nature of groundwater impacts: impacts on both the quantity and quality of Minnesota’s groundwater resources will receive a higher priority than one that may impact only one of these characteristics;


Surface-water connection: topics involving groundwater and interconnected surface water resources will receive a higher priority than one that may impact only groundwater;


Human health impacts: potential adverse impacts on people’s health will receive a higher priority than one that does not.








