
Carrie Jennings, Research and Policy Director 



• Who are we? 
– Oldest water-oriented non-profit in the state 

• What do we do? 
– One of the very few voices that  promotes groundwater 

policy at the capitol  
– Capacity building and facilitation services  

• Watershed districts 
• Master Water Stewards 
• Community water resilience planning 
• Lake associations 
• Agency and corporate conversations 

– Raise money and awareness 
 Calendars, Moos speakers 

 



• Invited to testify before the Legislative Water 
Commission on our report  

– Encouraged conservation efforts 

– Eliminated barriers to water reuse  

– Recognize that in some areas aquifer recharge 
may be required  

– Should be studied by the State 

 



Recharge 

• Enhancing natural recharge is all but banned 

• We are promoting managed aquifer recharge. 

– Passive 

– Active recharge 

• It is time to add these tools to ensure long-
term water sustainability 

 



 

 

• The 2015 Met Council Master Water Supply 
Plan projected 2040 groundwater drawdown  

• Their ongoing aquifer recharge studies are 
identifying areas where recharge is 
geologically feasible.   

https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Publications-And-Resources/WATER-SUPPLY-PLANNING/MASTER-WATER-SUPPLY-PLAN-2015/Master-Water-Supply-Plan,-Chapters-1-8.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Publications-And-Resources/WATER-SUPPLY-PLANNING/MASTER-WATER-SUPPLY-PLAN-2015/Master-Water-Supply-Plan,-Chapters-1-8.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Planning/Water-Supply-Planning/Studies-Projects-Workgroups-(1)/Ongoing-Studies-Projects/North-and-East-Metro-Analysis-of-Potential-for-A.aspx




Existing rules 

• Extend wellhead protection rules to protect 
groundwater recharge areas  

• No rules for non-point? 

– This is a way to address that gap 

• Non-degradation standard 

– May need to be reinterpreted if improving the 
quality of water recharging deep aquifers 



Managed aquifer recharge 

• Secure additional $$ for wellhead protection and 
drinking water supply management areas 

• MGS and DNR work to define recharge areas 

• Prioritize CWF $$ to promote infiltration practices 
– Stormwater 

– Natural bio-filtration 

– Perennial and organic vegetation 

• Leverage Federal $$ to fund recharge easements 

• Study long-term recharge examples  



Investigate active recharge 

• Measure transport and fate of micropollutants 
and CEC 

• Pursue authority from EPA to oversee injection 
wells 

• Monitor microbial activity in shallow aquifers 
to assess ability to breakdown pollutants 



Reduce, Reuse, Recharge 

 


