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Minnesota Land of 10,000 Lakes, Headwaters of the 
Mississippi… 
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Clean Water Land and Legacy Amendment 
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2008 Legacy Amendment  

• Increases the state sales tax by three-eights of one 
percent  

• Additional sales tax revenue is distributed into four funds 

• Clean water fund (over $100 million/year) 

• Protect, enhance, and restore water quality 

• Protect groundwater from degradation 

• At least 5% to protect drinking water sources  

 

 



Watershed Appoach 
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Groundwater is Important 
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75% of SWCD’s ranked drinking water protection as a 
priority, yet 74% spent 0-25% of their time working on 
drinking water protection in the past year. 

75% of Minnesotans use Groundwater 

 

• Statewide survey to assess groundwater 
confidence 

• Needs Assessment Survey on Drinking Water 



How do we fit Groundwater into the Watershed Framework? 

• Assemble existing groundwater information 
(Maps cookie cutter cut to a watershed scale) 

• Develop groundwater protection strategies 
(Table) 
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Groundwater Restoration and Protection Strategies (GRAPS) 



GRAPS Content - Background 

• Land Cover/Land Use 

• Geology/hydrogeology 

• Pollution Sensitivity (Aquifer Vulnerability) 

• Wellhead Protection Areas and Vulnerability 

• Water Use Trends 

• Water Appropriations 
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Currently a Report 



GRAPS Content - Groundwater Quality Information 

• Nitrate 

• New Well Samples From MDH 

• Township Nitrate Testing MDA 

• Arsenic – New Well Samples 

• Pesticides  

• Ambient monitoring MDA 

• Data from Township Testing in the future MDA 

• Animal Feedlots, SSTS 

• Contaminant Sites 

• Active Tank and Leak Sites PCA 

• Closed Landfills PCA 

• Contaminants of Emerging Concern - Ambient monitoring PCA 
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GRAPS Content - Groundwater Quantity Information 

• Groundwater level trends – Observation Well Data DNR 

• Groundwater Dependent Features DNR 

• Trout streams 

• Fens 

• GW dependent lakes 
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GRAPS Content - Strategies 

 

4/27/2018 Optional Tagline Goes Here | mn.gov/websiteurl 10 



Cannon River 
GRAPS 
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Pollution 
Sensitivity 
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DWSMA 
Vulnerability 
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Water 
Appropriations 



What does the Future Look Like? 

No more reports! - Tools 

• Watershed Health 
Assessment Framework 
DNR (online maps) 

• Strategies Table 

• Some clever way to connect 
them 
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Thank you! 

Chris Elvrum 

chris.elvrum@state.mn.us 

651 201-4598 
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