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Sensitivity ratings, based on estimated 
vertical travel time:
• Very high – hours to months
• High – weeks to years
• Moderate – years to decades
• Low – several decades to a century

L score calculation
For a single well, divide each confining 
layer thickness by 10, round down, sum 
the totals
• L-5 or greater = very low
• < L-5, low
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Water from the 
surface moves 
through a thin 
layer of overlying 
fine-grained 
material

Groundwater 
moves from an 
overlying surficial 
aquifer to a buried 
aquifer

Groundwater 
moves from an 
overlying buried 
aquifer to an 
underlying buried 
aquifer

Groundwater 
moves laterally

Groundwater 
discharges to 
surface water body

Groundwater flowpath is unknown
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Conclusions
• Methods to map vertical infiltration

are consistent with 1991 guidelines

• Subsurface mapping methods have 

changed

• Additional methods to consider 

adding:

• Vertical hydraulic gradient

• Mapping chemical types/facies in 3 

dimensions



Questions?
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