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Goal

Conference attendees will leave knowing:

1. Met Council’s role in regional planning and connections to water supply

2. Regional water planning and policy is shifting to more integrated water management

3. Met Council is wrestling with several issues in its policy work, related to regional trends

4. You can weigh in on regional water policy updates

5. Where to find some useful regional data to support your own work



Metropolitan Council

C r e a t i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a  t h r i v i n g  r e g i o nOur impact
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M e t  C o u n c i l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s

Our vision
Clean water for 

future generations

Partner

Convene, engage, 
collaborate, and build 
solutions with our 
customers, stakeholders, 
and partners.

Plan

Assess conditions and 
identify long-term 
approaches and 
infrastructure investments.

Provide

Deliver critical services, 
tools, and resources.



• 7 counties

• 182 cities and townships

• More than 3 million residents

• Native people from 11 federally recognized Minnesota tribes 
and many other tribal communities 

• Growing diversity representing wide-ranging racial and ethnic 

people, with about 300 languages spoken at home

Every single person and community makes up the 
fabric and essence of this region.

No one community can do it alone
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Federal Safe 

Drinking Water 

Act of 1974
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The region’s population has grown

Explore more on the Met Council website at https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/profile/
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Further growth is expected,
though it may slow

2023 updated forecasts: +705,000 people, down from +802,000 in 2015
https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Committee-of-the-Whole/2023/04-05-23/4-5-
23-Regional-Forecast-PPT.aspx
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The region’s land use has changed
https://metrocouncil.org/getattachment/Council-Meetings/Committees/Environment-
Committee/2023/July-25,-2023/Agenda/Water-Policy-Research-Project-(1).pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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Wells in the region
(drilled from 1940-2010)

Public Community Well

Private Well

(800)

(60,000)
Darker blue = older well

1940-2010 data reported for 7-County Metro in 2013 Minnesota County Well Index
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Non-residential development suggests 
growing investment in solar farms

Learn more in a 2021 presentation on the Met Council website at 
https://metrocouncil.org/getdoc/a2c900bd-cfaa-4c95-93f4-7ed71ac21a67/Agenda.aspx
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Climate change 
is about more 
than precipitation

Federal Safe 

Drinking Water 

Act of 1974
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Investments in treatment infrastructure have 
increased, improving some water quality

Learn more about water 
quality in the metro area 
in a water policy 
research paper at 
https://metrocouncil.org/
Wastewater-
Water/Planning/2050-
Water-Resources-Policy-
Plan/Research/Water-
Quality/Water-Quality-
Research-Paper.aspx
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Chloride levels 
have increased in 
Twin Cities water 
bodies

Learn more in the factsheet at 
https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater
-Water/Services/Water-Quality-
Management/Stream-Monitoring-
Assessment/Regional-Chloride-
Fact-Sheet.aspx
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Some parts of the region are more 
vulnerable to contamination than others

Soil type, depth to water, and 

deeper bedrock conditions vary 
across the region, making some 
areas more sensitive to pollution. 

Land use planners and best 
management practice guidance 
should share this information with 

developers or other project teams 
to mitigate source water risks.

This information is also useful for 
prioritizing pollution prevention or 
remediation programs.
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Source water protection areas in the 
metro region, highlighting overlaps

Learn more about protecting source 
water areas in the metro area in a water 
policy research paper at 
https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-
Water/Planning/2050-Water-Resources-
Policy-Plan/Research/Protecting-Source-
Water-Areas/Protecting-Source-Water-
Areas-Research-Paper.aspx
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Please weigh in on regional water 
policy discussions

To address these and other concerns, Met Council is exploring 
regional policies and strategies related to: 

1. Water Reuse 

2. Water and Climate

3. Rural Water Concerns

4. Wastewater Planning and Service Considerations

5. Water Quality

6. Protecting Source Water Areas

Visit the Council’s Water Policy Plan Research web page to learn more and 
provide feedback:

https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Planning/2050-Water-Resources-
Policy-Plan/Research.aspx
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Timeline to update regional water 
policies through 2050
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Planning for the future…
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2050 Forecasts

How the regions’ population, households and jobs will change

Access long-range forecast data on the Met Council website at https://metrocouncil.org/Data-
and-Maps/Research-and-Data/Thrive-2040-Forecasts.aspx
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Example information from 2023 forecast 
update
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Metropolitan Region
Water Supply Planning Atlas

A summary of water supply information to 
support a shared understanding of water 
supply challenges and identifying 
collaborative approaches

https://metrocouncil.metctest.state.mn.us/Wastewater-
Water/Planning/Water-Supply-Planning/Basics/Atlas.aspx
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Example information in the Water 
Supply Planning Atlas
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Example information in the Water 
Supply Planning Atlas
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Updated Priority Waters List

Waters the Met Council has determined to be 
regionally significant based on their uses and 
benefits

The Met Council will prioritize dedicating resources to these 
waters to help maintain and improve their valued qualities for 
present and future generations.

https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Planning/Water-
Resources-Management/Priority-Waters-List.aspx
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Priority Waters List:
Use / benefit categories
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Metro water supply perspectives 
over time

“The water supply of the 

Minneapolis-St. Paul area is 

adequate to satisfy present 

requirements and requirements 

for many years to come if the 

area continues to develop at 

about the present rate.”

1953

“The water supply of the 

Minneapolis-St. Paul area is 

adequate to satisfy present 

requirements and requirements 

for many years to come if the 

area continues to develop at 

about the present rate.”

1953

“…we must be prepared for water 

shortage with a well thought-out 

plan in advance of problems 

occurring rather than in the midst 

of an emotionally stressed 

situation. We can no long be 

complacent…”

1990

“…we must be prepared for water 

shortage with a well thought-out 

plan in advance of problems 

occurring rather than in the midst 

of an emotionally stressed 

situation. We can no long be 

complacent…”

1990

“…seasonal variations in 

water use have become more 

pronounced. This trend will 

probably continue, and 

greater differences between 

summer and winter 

withdrawals are likely.”

1983

“…seasonal variations in 

water use have become more 

pronounced. This trend will 

probably continue, and 

greater differences between 

summer and winter 

withdrawals are likely.”

1983

“…the region’s water supplies 

are not limitless, and human 

activities can affect the quality 

and quantity of our water.”

2015

“…the region’s water supplies 

are not limitless, and human 

activities can affect the quality 

and quantity of our water.”

2015

“Residents value the 

protection of wetlands, lakes 

and streams and hold a deep 

commitment to ensuring that 

plenty of water will be 

available to future 

generations.”

2010

“Residents value the 

protection of wetlands, lakes 

and streams and hold a deep 

commitment to ensuring that 

plenty of water will be 

available to future 

generations.”

2010
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What conclusions do we want those in the 
future to tap into from our planning today?



Lanya Ross

Environmental Analyst, Metropolitan Council

651-602-1803, Lanya.Ross@metc.state.mn.us


