Evolution of the County Groundwater Atlas (CGA)
....or, ~30 Years in 15 minutes
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should be accelerated. These atlases provide maps of geology, hydrology, and pollution sensitivity of

groundwater, and are one of the essential elements for implementation of this strategy.

ii. Aquifer characterization mapping by the DNR should be accelerated at the same rate as the geologic
atlases. The aquifer characterization studies and springshed mapping are essential for understanding how

water moves through the state’s aquifers (flow paths) and determining aquifer properties and interactions
between groundwater and surface water.
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Groundwater Atlas CO'unty Geologic Atlas (CGA)

Main page

A complete county atlas provides information about the geology and Part B Status
Data, resources, studies ?
groundwater resources of a county. Most atlases are produced in two Click to enlarge
Contacts parts. = Jou aquifer
Map type Part A - Geology P *M
. \/ ™
The Minnesota Geological Survey produces the Part A atlas, which = v v 1
County (CGA) » g rvey pr
includes the geology, sand distribution, bedrock topography, and depth to
Springs & karst bedrock. The Geologic Atlas User's Guide 7 has a general overview of m y
. . 1 .
State (MHA) Minnesota geology and suggestions on how to use a county atlas (27 I“‘“‘ "
Groundwater provinces pages). For the Part A status map see the County Geologic Atlas 7
Region (RHA) website.

Part B - Groundwater/Hydrogeology

0172018
01/2019

After Part A is completed, the DNR produces the Part B atlas, which
includes maps and reports identifying the direction of groundwater flow,
aquifer properties, groundwater chemistry, and pollution sensitivity of
aquifers. In older atlases the groundwater information is included in Part
A. See the Groundwater Atlas User Guide (PDF) for an overview of reading
Part B (8 pages).
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Regional Hydrogeologic Assessment (RHA)

RHAs are larger areas (typically 4-9 counties) covered in less detail than a
county atlas and do not include bedrock. These older assessments will be
superseded by the county atlases as they are completed. See the RHA
page.

Atlas status by county

Counties are added to the list as they are begun. Paper copies can be obtained from MGS Map Sales .




Production - rebrand

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES I GroUndwater Atlas of
Becker County, Minnesotz

GEOLOGIC ATLAS OF
BLUE EARTH COUNTY, MINNESOTA

COUNTY ATLAS SERIES C-26, PARTB

Blue Earth County, Minnesota Scales 1:100,000 to 1:500,000

COUNTY ATLAS SERIES C-26

PART A
(Published separately by the Minnesota Geological Survey)
Plase I, Data-Base Map; Plate 2, Bedrock Geology,
Plate 3, Surficial Geology; Plate 4, Quatemary Stratigraphy;
Plate 5, Sand Distribution Model;
Plate 6, Bedrock Topography and Depth to Bedrock

-
' PART B
Report
—

Plate 7, Bedrock Groundwater Flow Directions

To accompany these atlas components:
Plate 7, Water Chemistry

Plate 8 and 9, Hydrogeologic Cross Sections Plate 8-9, Hydrogeologic Cross Sections

q MNDNR

St. Paul
2016

m DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
St. Paul 2023

mndnr.gov/groundwatermapping
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The Future




The Future?
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